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Francesca Gagnon has a very particular voice, powerful, raucous, bewitching ; a virtuosic performance. A must hear, a medley 
of Janis Joplin and Edith Piaf.  
La Presse, Montreal, QC  
  
Fête à la Terre, the title of this intimate concert presentation, sums up her [Francesca Gagnon] love for nature, the Earth, and 
its inhabitants. Her message is harmony amongst all.  
Le Journal de Montréal, QC   
  
Francesca mesmerized her public, taking them on a trip filled with passion, love and broken dreams ; with her powerful voice 
and musical cross breed of Spanish guitars, languorous accordions and Mediterranean rhythms. She inhabits her songs with a 
rare intensity.   
La Tribune, Sherbrooke, QC   
  
Prepare for an evening of passion and sensitivity, Francesca’s voice will seduce you.  
Liaison, Sherbrooke, QC  
  
Québécois vocalist  Francesca Gagnon reigns supreme over the two-hour-plus performance.  
Orange County’s Business Lifestyle Magazine, Los Angeles (Cirque du Soleil)  
 
At the forefront of this production is the sumptuous voice of Francesca Gagnon, a Canadian singer ; who lends an ethereal air 
to the show with her unique singing.  
The Press Democrat, San Francisco (Cirque du Soleil)  
  
If Cirque du Soleil is indeed the eighth wonder of the world, Gagnon is the otherworldly herald who made everyone notice.  
Entertainment Today, Los Angeles (Cirque du Soleil)  
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La Presse, November 30, 2005—ARTS ET SPECTACLES  
(Montréal, Québec)  
  
  

Francesca Gagnon Ode to Earth  

Whimsical  
  
  
Fabienne Couturier  
CRITIC  
  
One could say that Francesca Gagnon is the voice of the Cirque du Soleil. In any case, the voice that 
carried Alegria—one of the best known and most popular shows of the Cirque—the world over. Ergo, 
she fell in love with the world and its music which she now wants to share.  
  
Last night in Montréal, she gave her first solo show, drawn in part from her Hybride album released 
in June.  
  
Francesca Gagnon still has a very distinctive voice—powerful, somewhat husky and entrancing—
which she plays like a virtuoso her instrument. Backed by four musicians and two vocalists (all 
excellent), she comes on stage as a great priestess for peace, very elegant in a long rose-colored 
dress and prune frock-coat. Her hair is styled Pompadour trash, with here and there streaks of color, 
and a long braid adorned with feathers, rather than ringlets, over her shoulder. Introducing 
Francesca: whimsical, theatrical, extravagant.  
  
Francesca Gagnon has so much soul (she has more than plenty) in the few songs which she delivers 
in French, English and Italian that we really sense she’s on the right path. Her willpower brings her 
success! One has to hear her medley of Janis Joplin and Édith Piaf songs to grasp the magnitude of 
her talent: she completely lets loose, jokes, mistakenly yet cooly gets the words mixed up (that’s 
where the padlang comes in handy!) and gives her all.  
  
Francesca Gagnon—additional performance at the Lion d’Or tonight at 8 p.m. (in partnership with 
Équiterre). Tickets: 514 844-2172.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

photo left: 
 Chance meeting in Gabon. 

 
photo right: 

With an aborigine playing 
his didjeridu in the streets 

of Sydney. 

Journal de Montréal, June 4, 2005  

PASSPORT, PLEASE  
  

Travel brings knowledge  
  
Passionate about culture, spirituality and tropical vegetation, Francesca Gagnon loves above 
anything else to let herself be moved by the spirit of the place she's visiting.  
  
David Santerre  
  

The voice of Alegria—a masterpiece from the Cirque du Soleil which has gone round the world—has much travelled with the 
Cirque, and for her own singing career as well. Whether in Australia, Venezuela or Africa, in Singapore or Thailand, she 
prefers going off the beaten track.  
  
  

“I love discovering people’s spirituality. Buddhism and hinduism are life philosophies which greatly interest me," says   
Francesca Gagnon, who launched her album, Hybride, this week. For that reason, Asia is one of the destinations which 
most captivates her.  
  

“Thailand is a dream of a place because of its incredible landscapes and seashores, and its fascinating people," explains 
Francesca.  “As well as for massages… After being injured in a fall which happened a few days earlier in Australia, an old 
wise woman put everything back into place,” she adds smilingly.  
  
continues…  



 
 
 
… continues  
  
Enlightening Africa  
  
Francesca appreciates learning while travelling. Africa has allowed her to realize many things, more specifically the Central 
African Republic, Gabon and Cameroon where she has toured.  
  
“The poverty of the people tears at your heart, but they have such beauty... Even in their indigence, you can detect their 
good disposition in their eyes. You just don’t want to leave Africa," she says.  
  
She has also understood why Africans are reputed not to be stressed, nor in a hurry... “Once, just before a show, the guys 
setting up the stage were still hammering in nails at around 8:15 p.m… They said to me: Don’t worry, madam! But in such 
a heat, you can’t possibly do things other than slowly.”  
  
African music and rhythms greatly inspire her creative process.  
  
“Seeing all that injustice—the best and the worst of mankind—makes one think and learn. It inspires my creativity,” she 
reflects.  
  
Australia, France  
  
With the Cirque du Soleil, Francesca Gagnon spent some time in Australia where she marvelled at the exotic and luxuriant 
vegetation. There, she was introduced to traditional music by the aborigines and their didjeridu.  
  
As for many artists, Europe is must. She lived there for over four years.  
  
“I spent a lot of time in Marseille and Toulouse. The people are very cheery and cordial. When you make friends, it’s for 
life. Even if you don’t keep in touch for years then happen on their doorstep, you’re well greeted,” extols the artist.  
  
A glacial dream  
  
Her dream trips include the glacial Arctic.  
  
“Ever since I was little, I’ve wanted to see icebergs, how they are formed. They seem to have a particular effect on me…”  
  

  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

photo left:  
A quick trek on the Cirque du Soleil’s big top in 
Sydney, Australia.  

 photo right: 
One of the many and magnificent temples in 

 Bangkok. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


