
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCERT 
 

INTI-ILLIMANI:  
THE RETURN OF THE ICONS 
 
Yves Bernard 
 
Two months ago, in front of 15 000 persons and the 
‘Palacio Moneda’ in Santiago, an homage to Salvador 
Allende, the celebratory incarnation of chilean socialism, 
celebrated 100 years. For this event, Inti-Illimani chose 
100 songs from their repertoire which is actually four 
times more! Tonight they stop at Kola Note. 
 
Icons of the ‘new Song Movement’ with Victor jara, 
Quilapayun, Violeta Para, Illapu, Aparcoa, Los Jaivas, etc. 
Inti-Illimani exists since 1967. 
 
“With our music, we endeavour to defend the Chilean 
cultural identity, and to accomplish this, our perspective 
is of a unified Latin America”, remembers Marcelo Coulon, 
guitarist and multi-instrumentalist of Inti-Illimani. 
 
“We began with the integration of the music from the high 
plains of the Andes with texts and poetry, typically 
Chilean”. 
 
The coup in Chile, in 1973, destroyed their initial dream, 
and instead they lived the next 15 years in exile in Italy. 
Celebratory concerts of their return in 1988 were 
performed in Santiago, followed by the formal move back 
to Chile 2 years later where they needed to re-adapt and 
re-integrate into their homeland. Today another ensemble 
has formed, performing concerts under the name ‘Inti-
Illimani Historico’.  
 
“It is composed of ex-members of Inti-Illimani who left 
between 1996 and 2004. We maintain there is only one 
Inti-Illimani who has never stopped touring since its 
inception in 1967. We hope to resolve this situation as 
this conflict is, in effect, a defeat of humanity”, affirms 
Marcelo Coulon. 
 
Meanwhile, Inti-Illimani is anything but an homage group, 
and “Pequeño Mudo”, its most recent release, reveals 
sophisticated and contemporary acoustic music, 
integrating 30 andean, traditional and classical 
instruments, bridging strings with winds and percussion, 
touching on rhythms from afro-cuba and Italian song. 
Always evolving. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




