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Chile’s Inti Illimani Displays Sonic Splendors

Pop Music Reviews

e Cact that T Himani has

yel o enjoy the fruits of

massive connnereial suceess
oven i the Latin pop world is be-
wildering, considering that few
Latin American acts can rival e
Chilean group in terms of the
sheer beauty of its sound.

O Trddday, the voleran ensemble
was enthusiastcally  applaoded
during o bao-howr preseantation in
which the ooby drawback was Qs
selting: Caltech's Beckman Audito-
ritin,

lironm ther opening tune, the gor-
peous “Danga DI Cala Luna,'” Lo a
wonderful charango solo by Hora-
cio During there was a nagging
{eling that a concerl hall just
wasn'l the right venue Tor such
spivited act The informality of 4
stwall, Tively club would be the
idleal terrain Lo cojoy e group's
inisical spirit.

Wit 30 years ol music-making
under itz belt, the group is consid-
pred o be the apex of the pense
known as Andean music. The lenn
refers Lo the deceptively simple
melodies played by the indigenous
population of the South American
territory bordering the mountain
range ol the Andes,

If there s one Latin brand of

music that could be preseribed as
“chicken soup for the soul,” this is
it, Heartwarming and inviting, An-

e music is based on the deli-
cale combination ol various string
instroments (charango, roneceo,
puitarrgng and Hutes {guena, zm
poiia), creating a light, wistlol leel-
ing. Much like a Zen affivmation,
luati IWimand's mwsic Noats within
your soul, filling it with ealiness
and hope,

Oy stage, the group perfonmed o
i nenmbrers Trom s new albaon,
the exguisite “Lejania’ (" Remole:
ness”) Bul most of the show was
deveded Lo the Band's classic ma-
terial, which al one poinl became
the anthem for leltist imellecioals
struggling 1o creale a maore huo-
mane type of govermmend o e
dictatorship-ridden Latin America
ol the s, — Ernesto Lecliner
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